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The research paper assignment will require students to research and write on a topic of their 
choice regarding some aspect of public administration. The purpose of the research paper
assignment is for students to explore a key issue in public administration. The research paper
should be 8-10 pages in length (in a Microsoft Word file, doubled-spaced, with no title page, and 
not including prefatory matter and a list of references). The paper should follow a standard citation format for all secondary materials. 

A good graduate level-level research paper consists of several parts.  Writers refer to the 
appropriate formula as: Tell me what you are going to tell me; tell me; and tell me that 
you told me.

tell me what you are going to tell me: In the first few paragraphs, the author must introduce the reader to the topic.  What is this paper about and how does the author plan to prove his or her point?  In other words, what does the author hope to accomplish in the paper?  This is what English teachers call the “thesis.” A good paper must begin with a clear 
statement of the thesis.  If the thesis is that the death penalty constitutes cruel and unusual punishment and violates the Eight Amendment, the author must explain the debates over interpretation of the Eighth Amendment, introduce the reader to the concept of “cruel and unusual punishment,” and discuss why one the author’s perspective on the issue is superior to other interpretations.  This process of “setting up the problem” should be accomplished near the beginning of the paper

Tell me: Next, the paper must set forth an argument and lead the reader through the argument, 
building one point on another so that the arguments and evidence are cumulative and persuasive. 
Whereas the introduction summarized the argument, this section fleshes it out, providing the 
detail that was only hinted at in the introduction.  The author would be well-advised to apply concepts discussed in class, as appropriate. The use of examples is especially helpful in illustrating salient points.

Tell me that you told me: Finally, the paper must include a conclusion that does more than restate the thesis. If the assignment asks the author to state an opinion and defend it, the author should do so in more than mere perfunctory fashion. He or she must demonstrate a clear understanding of the issue and ability to use concepts discussed in class to develop arguments. The conclusion also must bring together the disparate points discussed in the paper. 

Grammar & Mechanics: A good research paper should adhere to the normal rules of English grammer, syntax, punctuation, and so forth. Numerous style manuals are available. Any well recognized manual(e.g., The Chicago Manual of Style, the APA guide, etc.) will suffice. 
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